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                                                                                                  NYC St Patrick’s Parade     

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
PRESS RELEASE
  
ST. PATRICK’S PARADE IN NEW YORK TO BE WEB STREAMED

 New York, NY - Friday, March 14, 2008

Its official, the 2008 New York City’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade can be watched world wide on the internet, Parade Web Master, Mr. Hilary Beirne, announced today.

Internet viewers can watch the parade live over the internet by going the Parade’s Web Site at http://NYC-St-Patrick-Day-Parade.Org and clicking on the web stream link at the top of the home page; this will take a viewer to a specially created mini web site that will host web streaming of the Parade at WNBC.com. WNBC will broadcast live television coverage for the tenth year of the New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Monday, March 17th from 11:00AM to 3:00PM 
 “This is the first time the first time in the history of our Parade that friends and family in Ireland and across the world will be able to watch us as we march proudly up Fifth Avenue. This is a huge leap forward for the Parade; it brings us right in the 21st century. We have started to prepare for our 250th parade, and web streaming is one in a series of many items we will be working on in the next three years in preparation for that Parade” Beirne said.
 “None of this would be possible without the cooperation of WNBC and we thank them for all of their assistance. We are delighted with the outcome”. 

The Parade, broadcasted in the Tri-State area (NY, NJ and CT) by WNBC Channel 4, can now be viewed over the internet by millions across the world. This advance in Parade communications with the cooperation of WNBC has turned the largest Parade in the World into a true world wide event that will inject hundreds of millions of dollars into the New York City economy this year.

The Parade has been held for the past 247 years on the streets of New York and is the world’s oldest and largest Irish celebration on St Patrick’s Day. On Monday March 17th, there will be approximately 250,000 marchers and 2 to 3 million spectators lining Fifth Avenue throughout the six hour Parade.

 The Parade organizers ensure the Parade hold on to its traditional family values. The Parade is a celebration in honor of St. Patrick, the patron Saint of Ireland and the Archdiocese of New York. It is also a celebration of the Faith of our Fathers, our Irish Heritage and Culture. 

 This year’s Grand Marshall will be legendary ESPN television sports personality, Tommy Smyth.  The live broadcast will be co-hosted by Norah O’Donnell (MSNBC Chief Washington Correspondent & Contributing Correspondent for NBC’s “The Today Show”), Chris Cahill (Executive Director/Institute of American Irish Studies at Pace University) and Treasa Goodwin Smyth (wife of Grand Marshall Tommy Smyth and host of the radio show “Ireland Calls” on WVOX 1460AM).  WNBC anchor Rob Morrison will be stationed along the parade route to interview dignitaries, marchers and parade revelers.

 The parade will start at 11am and march up 5th Avenue, from 44th to 86th Streets. 

For more information  e-mail Hilary Beirne at: HBeirne@NYC-St-Patrick-Day-Parade.Org   or visit the parade website at http://NYC-St-Patrick-Day-Parade.Org
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