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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Written by; Hilary Beirne, Parade Secretary
Monday, March 17, 2008

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING LIGHT GREEN IN HONOR OF NYC ST PATRICK’S PARADE.

New York, NY - Monday, March 17, 2008

Following one of the largest New York City St Patrick’s Day Parade, members of the Parade Committee along with the Grand Marshal Tommy Smyth and Ireland’s Education Minister Ms. Mary Hanafin were on the Observation Desk as the Empire State Building light the tower Green in honor of the world’s oldest and largest St Patrick’s Parade.

This year’s Parade marked the 247th year Irish America celebrated St Patrick’s Day in the Big Apple. The Empire State Building lighting honors the contribution the Parade has made to the life of the City of New York for almost two and half century. The Parade is a celebration of Irish Faith, Heritage and Culture and honors Saint Patrick the National Patron Saint of Ireland and the Archdiocese of New York and is a day in which everyone in New York City is Irish. 
The Parade is recognized as the largest Parade in the World. It is expected that Parade participants will inject around $500 million into the economy of New York City this year with many of its 250,000 marchers and 1-2 million spectators staying in the city for the week-end festivities before the Monday's Parade.
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The Parade is recognized as the largest Parade in the World and is New York City's greatest traditions. It is estimated Parade participants injected $500 million this past week-end into the economy of New York City with many of its 250,000 marchers and 1-2 million spectators staying in the city for the festivities today before the Parade. 
The Parade is fourteen years older than the United States of America having marched for the first time on streets of Manhattan on March 17, 1762 - fourteen Years before the Declaration of Independence. 
The lighting of the tower green March 17th marks a special day for the Empire State Building. Construction on the site began on March 17, 1930 and the corner stone was later laid by the then former governor of New York, and famous Irish American of his day Alfred E. Smith..

The Empire State Building is located at 350 Fifth Avenue, between 33rd and 34th streets in Midtown Manhattan The lighting of the building green took place from dusk until approximately 4am. 
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Caption for photo attached JPG
Image from the Top of the World prior to lighting of Empire State Building in Honor of NYC ST Patrick’s Parade! 
L to R. Hilary Beirne- Parade Secretary, Treasa Goodwin Smyth-wife of Grand Marshal, Dr John Leahy-Parade Vice-Chairman, Tommy M Smyth Grand Marshal of the 2008 NYC St Patrick’s Parade, Mary Hanafin – Irish Government Minister of Education, Mrs. Hanafin- mother of Minister,  Representatives of Irish Consulate in New York and Parade Chairman John Dunleavy (far right)
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