From the Office of the Vicar General, Archdiocese of New York:
St. PATRICK’S DAY and ST. JOSEPH’S DAY, 2008

Questions have arisen concerning the observances of Saint Patrick’s Day and Saint Joseph’s Day.

The Liturgical Celebration of Saint Patrick’s Day, the Archdiocesan Patron, will take place on Friday, March 14, 2008.  In St. Patrick’s Cathedral the day is classified as a “Solemnity”, throughout the rest of the Archdiocese it will be classified as a “Feast”.  On this day all Catholics in New York are dispense from fast and abstinence.

On March, March 17th, only the readings and prayers in the Sacramentary for Monday of Holy Week may be used at Mass.  You can adopt the homily.

Civic celebrations, such as, the Annual Fifth Avenue Parade, will take place on the traditional day, March 17th.  These are not Church sponsored.

The Solemnity of St. Joseph is transferred to Saturday, March 15, 2008.
